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the church-goers who really don’t know Christ.

Christmas then is not the season to be jolly, as if the
other seasons are the opposite. But it is the reason to
be joyful. Christ’s coming to the earth, His perfect
life and sacrificial death as a substitute for sinful
people like us, is certainly a reason for joy to all who
will come to Him by faith.

Is that you?

If you are one of those who has not come to Christ,
then the best you can do this season is to hope for
good circumstances and a kind of naiveté about your
actual situation before God. But things could be dif-
ferent and the coming of Christ that you are singing
about this holiday time could become the best news
you have ever heard—good tidings of great joy!
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“T1S THE SEASON

TO BE JOLLY?
By Jim Elliff

“‘Tis the Season to be jolly?”” Well, maybe.

The business of Christmas, that is, the hard and cold
commercial trade of the Thanksgiving to Christmas
sales window, is a measure of how well America is
doing. It’s the thermometer in our corporate mouths.

Needs are created through the media in order to en-
tice the buyer into purchasing more this year than
last. No one is to be disappointed at Christmas, after
all. The manipulation is as blatant toward children as
adults. And who can bring themselves to crush the
psyche of anyone by not giving them all they want?

The end result of all of this is “happiness.” The re-
ceivers of the presents are happy and the merchan-
disers are happy. The media people are happy and
the credit card people are happy. Everything is happy
during Christmas.

Happy is what it is supposed to be, that is. But some-
times things go south. The economy may well not
cooperate.



