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George Müller first came into my life near the end of my 

college experience in 1969-70. Moved by his liberal giving 

and absolute trust in God, I immediately attempted to 

emulate his faith by giving away more than I ever had before. 

Surprisingly, I arrived at the end of the school year, after paying 

all the school fees, with something like $1.50 left over. For the 

first time I did not have to receive money from my parents to 

finish paying my bill. After that experience, I could not turn 

back. Müller became a lifelong friend. God has never let me 

get very far away from the principles that I learned as I read 

that first book on Müller’s life, while sitting outside my college 

apartment. No man has influenced my ministry in the realm of 

trust and finances like George Müller.

Müller was born to a tax collector in Kroppenstaedt, Prussia, 

September 27, 1805. He was profligate in the fullest sense 

of the word, until his conversion at the University of Halle. 

Providence placed him in Bristol, England, as a young man, 

beside his lifelong friend and co-pastor Henry Craik. They 

shared pastoral responsibilities for two growing churches. His 

pastoral contributions in themselves form a great chapter in 

his life work, affecting the Brethren movement until this day.

preface
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Müller, always thinking outwardly, began to gather and teach 
the gospel and scriptural principles to children on the streets. 
This interest evolved into the Wilson Street orphanage, and 
later into an immense work on the spacious Ashley Down. 
Before Müller died at 93 years of age, the Lord had privileged 
him with the responsibilities of feeding, clothing, and training 
10,024 children. The numbers and buildings gradually rose, 
until 2000 children per year could be housed in five capacious 
edifices. These buildings may yet be visited as part of the Brunel 
Institute, which is not connected to the ongoing Müller work. 
What is astounding is that these orphans were cared for in the 
purest kind of faith, with Müller and his workers not telling 
anyone but God their needs.

In the summer of 1897, while conversing with Charles Parsons 
at #3 orphan house, he was asked, “You have always found 
the Lord faithful to his promises?” His reply, meant to glorify 
God, was accurate, not boastful:

Always. For nearly 70 years every need in connection 
with this work has been supplied. The orphans, from 
the first until now, have numbered 9500, but they have 
never wanted a meal. Never! Hundreds of times we have 
commenced the day without a penny in hand, but our 
heavenly father has sent supplies by the moment they 
were actually required. There never was a time when we 
had no wholesome meal.
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During all these years I have been enabled to trust in God, 

in the living God, and in Him alone. 1,400,000 pounds 

have been sent to me in answer to prayer. We have 

needed as much as 50,000 pounds in one year, and it is 

all come by the time it has been really needed. No man 

on earth can say that I have ever asked him for a penny. 

We have no committees, no collectors, no voting, and no 

endowments. All has come in answer to believing prayer.

His reason for the orphanages? Not just to meet the needs 

of children, which were significant, nor solely to train them 

in the fear of God and to point them to Christ, “But still, the 

first and primary object of the work was, and still is, that 

God might be magnified by the fact that the orphans under 

my care are provided with all they need, only by prayer 

and faith, without anyone being asked by me or my fellow 

laborers, whereby it may be seen that God is FAITHFUL STILL, 

and HEARS PRAYER STILL.”

This orphanage came under the organization he established 

as the Scriptural Knowledge Institution for Home and Abroad. 

It was through this institution that the work of founding and 

assisting day schools, Sunday Schools, and adult schools on 

Bible-based curriculum was carried out, not just in Britain, 

but in other countries as well. Bibles, Scripture portions, 

and tracts were circulated through the Scriptural Knowledge 
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Institution up to the figure of 76,963,738 pieces by 1882, and 

missionary efforts were aided, as well. On January 20, 1863, 

he records that 187 “laborers in the gospel” were supported. 

Roger Steer, in his rendition of Müller’s life, Delighted in 

God, gives clear evidence that Müller almost, if not entirely, 

financially undergirded Hudson Taylor’s missionary care 

for the first years of his work in China. Steer said that Müller 

prayed for Taylor daily. Again, this work was done by faith.

At the age of 70, Müller fulfilled a life-long dream. Earlier 

he had attempted to become a missionary himself, but for a 

variety of reasons, some of which had to do with his unique 

views, he was refused. But beginning in 1875 and for the next 

seventeen years, he carried out extensive travels abroad. 

These tours were often a year, and once two years, in duration! 

He spoke in 42 countries and traveled the equivalent of eight 

times around the globe, speaking 5000-6000 times until his 

87th year of life. In India, at age 79, he traveled 21,000 miles 

and spoke over 200 times. One cannot appreciate the grace 

of God in that without considering the means of conveyance 

during those days. Even in this day most younger men would 

be entirely exhausted under such rigors, but such was his zeal 

even as an octogenarian.
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All of his ministry life was a message of faith and prayer. Is it 

any wonder that so many have looked to his life and words 

to concretize what God has given in his word? Can he say 

something to us about money and business, about treasures 

and trust? I think he is qualified, and eminently so.

What is before us on these pages is the reprint of a chapter 

originally called “Stewardship,” written by Mr. Müller in 1845 

and later compiled with the rest of his available journal under 

the title, Life of Trust. This work was edited by H. Lincoln 

Wayland of Gould and Lincoln (Boston) in 1861, before 

Müller’s death. The additional quotes following are taken from 

another excellent arrangement of his journals, George Müller 

of Bristol (Revell: New Jersey), carried along with the words 

of A.T. Pierson, its author. By far the best way to discover 

the principles Müller lived, is to read all you can of the fuller 

works and to see the daily method of prayer he employed. 

He believed he had seen the answers to over 50,000 specific 

prayers in his lifetime.

Here is a sampling of Müller’s expert counsel on money and 

faith. Keep it close and read it often.

Jim Elliff

Kansas City
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I would add some hints on a few passages of the Word of 
God, both because I have so very frequently found them little 
regarded by Christians, and also because I have proved their 
preciousness, in some measure, in my own experience, and 
therefore wish that all my fellow-saints may share the blessing 
with me.

I. In Matt. 6:19-21, it is written: “Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal; but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

Observe, dear reader, the following points concerning this 
part of the Divine Testimony:

George Müller on 
money & possessions

from his journals
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1. It is the Lord Jesus, our Lord and Master, who speaks this as 
the Lawgiver of His people—He who has infinite wisdom and 
unfathomable love to us, who therefore both knows what is 
for our real welfare and happiness, and who cannot exact from 
us any requirement inconsistent with that love which led Him 
to lay down His life for us.

2. His counsel, His affectionate entreaty, and His 
commandment to us His disciples is, “Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth.” The meaning obviously is, that the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus, being strangers and pilgrims 
on earth, i.e. neither belonging to the earth nor expecting 
to remain in it, should not seek to increase their earthly 
possessions, in whatever these possessions may consist. This 
is a word for poor believers as well as for rich believers; it has as 
much a reference to putting shillings into the savings bank as 
to putting thousands of pounds into the funds, or purchasing 
one house or one farm after another.

It may be said, “But does not every prudent and provident 
person seek to increase his means, that he may have a goodly 
portion to leave to his children, or to have something for old 
age, or for the time of sickness, etc.?” My reply is, it is quite 
true that this is the custom of the world. But while thus it is 
in the world, and we have every reason to believe ever will 
be so among those that are of the world, and who therefore 
have their portion on earth, we disciples of the Lord Jesus, 
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being born again, being the children of God, not nominally, 
but really, being truly partakers of the divine nature, being 
in fellowship with the Father and the Son, and having in 
prospect “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away” (1 Peter 1:4), ought in every respect to 
act differently from the world, and so in this particular also. 
If we disciples of the Lord Jesus seek, like the people of the 
world, after an increase of our possessions, may not those 
who are of the world justly question whether we believe what 
we say, when we speak about our inheritance, our heavenly 
calling, our being the children of God, etc? Often it must be 
a sad stumbling block to the unbeliever to see a professed 
believer in the Lord Jesus acting in this particular just like 
himself. Consider this, dear brethren in the Lord, should this 
remark apply to you.

3. Our Lord says about the earth that it is a place “where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal.” All that is of the earth, and in any way connected with 
it, is subject to corruption, to change, to dissolution. There 
is no reality, or substance, in anything else but in heavenly 
things. Often the careful amassing of earthly possessions ends 
in losing them in a moment by fire, by robbery, by a change 
of mercantile concerns, by loss of work, etc.; but suppose all 
this were not the case, still, yet a little while, and the Lord Jesus 
will return; and what profit shalt thou then have, dear reader, if 
thou hast carefully sought to increase thy earthly possessions?
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4. Our Lord, however, does not merely bid us not to lay 
up treasure upon earth; for if He had said no more, this His 
commandment might be abused, and persons might find in it 
an encouragement for their extravagant habits, for their love 
of pleasure, for their habit of spending everything they have, 
or can obtain, upon themselves. It does not mean, then, as is 
the common phrase, that we should “live up to our income;” 
for He adds, “But lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven.” 

There is such a thing as laying up as truly in heaven as there is 
laying up on earth; if it were not so, our Lord would not have 
said so. Just as persons put one sum after another into the 
bank, and it is put down to their credit, and they may use the 
money afterwards, so truly the penny, the shilling, the pound, 
the hundred pounds, the ten thousand pounds, given for 
the Lord’s sake, and constrained by the love of Jesus, to poor 
brethren, or in any way spent in the work of God, He marks 
down in the book of remembrance, He considers as laid up in 
heaven. The money is not lost, it is laid up in the bank of heaven; 
yet so, that while an earthly bank may break, or through 
earthly circumstances we may lose our earthly possessions, 
the money which is thus secured in heaven cannot be lost. 

But this is by no means the only difference. I notice a few more 
points: Treasures laid up on earth bring along with them many 
cares; treasures laid up in heaven never give care. Treasures 
laid up on earth never can afford spiritual joy; treasures laid 



15

up in heaven bring along with them peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost even now. Treasures laid up on earth, in a dying 
hour cannot afford peace and comfort, and when life is over 
they are taken from us; treasures laid up in heaven draw forth 
thanksgiving that we were permitted and counted worthy to 
serve the Lord with the means with which He was pleased 
to entrust us as steward. When this life is over we are not 
deprived of what was laid up there, but when we go to heaven 
we go to the place where our treasures are, and we shall find 
them there.

Often we hear it said, when a person has died, he died 
worth so much. But whatever be the phrases common in the 
world, it is certain that a person may die worth fifty thousand 
pounds sterling, as the world reckons, and yet that individual 
may not possess, in the sight of God, one thousand pounds 
sterling, because he was not rich towards God, he did not 
lay up treasure in heaven. And so, on the other hand, we can 
suppose a man of God falling asleep in Jesus, and his surviving 
widow finding scarcely enough left behind him to suffice for 
the funeral, who was nevertheless rich towards God; in the 
sight of God he may possess five thousand pounds sterling, 
he may have laid up that sum in heaven.

Dear reader, does your soul long to be rich towards God, to 
lay up treasures in heaven? The world passes away, and the 
lust thereof. Yet a little while and our stewardship will be taken 
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from us. At present we have the opportunity of serving the 
Lord with our time, our talents, our bodily strength, our gifts, 
and also with our property; but shortly this opportunity may 
cease. Oh, how shortly may it cease! Before ever this is read 
by any one, I may have fallen asleep; and the very next day 
after you have read this, dear reader, you may fall asleep; and, 
therefore, while we have the opportunity, let us serve the Lord.

5. The Lord lastly adds: “For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” Where should the heart of the 
disciple of the Lord Jesus be, but in heaven? Our calling is a 
heavenly calling, our inheritance is a heavenly inheritance, 
and reserved for us in heaven; our citizenship is in heaven; but 
if we believers in the Lord Jesus lay up treasures on earth, the 
necessary result of it is, that our hearts will be upon earth; nay, 
the very fact of our doing so proves that they are there! Nor 
will it be otherwise, till there be a ceasing to lay up treasures 
upon earth.

The believer who lays up treasures upon earth may, at first, not 
live openly in sin, he in a measure may yet bring some honor to 
the Lord in certain things; but the injurious tendencies of this 
habit will show themselves more and more, while the habit of 
laying up treasures in heaven would draw the heart more and 
more heavenward; would be continually strengthening his 
new, his divine nature, his spiritual faculties, because it would 
call his spiritual faculties into use, and thus they would be 
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strengthened; and he would more and more, while yet in the 
body, have his heart in heaven, and set upon heavenly things; 
and thus the laying up treasures in heaven would bring along 
with it, even in this life, precious spiritual blessings as a reward 
of obedience to the commandment of our Lord.

II. The next passage, on which I desire to make a few remarks, 
is Matt. 6:33: “But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
After our Lord, in the previous verses, had been pointing 
His disciples “to the fowls of the air,” and “the lilies of the 
field,” in order that they should be without worry about the 
necessaries, He adds: “Therefore take no thought (literally, 
be not anxious), saying, what shall we eat? or, what shall we 
drink? or, wherewithal shall we be clothed? (for after all these 
things do the gentiles seek;) for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things.”

Observe here particularly that we, the children of God, should 
be different from the nations of the earth, from those who 
have no Father in heaven, and who therefore make it their 
great business, their first anxious concern, what they shall 
eat, and what they shall drink, and wherewithal they shall be 
clothed. We, the children of God, should, as in every other 
respect, so in this particular also, be different from the world, 
and prove to the world that we believe that we have a Father 
in heaven who knoweth that we have need of all these things. 
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The fact that our Almighty Father, who is full of infinite love to 
us His children, and who has proved to us His love in the gift 
of His only-begotten Son, and His almighty power in raising 
Him from the dead, knows that we have need of these things, 
should remove all anxiety from our minds.

There is, however, one thing that we have to attend to, and 
which we ought to attend to, with reference to our temporal 
necessities; it is mentioned in our verse: “But seek ye first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness.” The great business 
which the disciple of the Lord Jesus has to be concerned 
about (for this word was spoken to His disciples, to professed 
believers) is, to seek the kingdom of God, i.e. to seek, as I view 
it, after the external and internal prosperity of the church of 
Christ.

If, according to our ability, and according to the opportunity 
which the Lord gives us, we seek to win souls for the Lord Jesus, 
that appears to me to be seeking the external prosperity of the 
kingdom of God; and if we, as members of the body of Christ, 
seek to benefit our fellow-members in the body, helping them 
on in grace and truth, or caring for them in any way to their 
edification, that would be seeking the internal prosperity of 
the kingdom of God. But in connection with this we have also 
“to seek His righteousness,” which means (as it was spoken 
to disciples, to those who have a Father in heaven, and not to 
those who were without), to seek to be more and more like 
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God, to seek to be inwardly conformed to the mind of God.
If these two things are attended to (and they imply also that 
we are not slothful in business), then do we come under that 
precious promise: “And all these things (that is, food, raiment, 
or anything else that is needful for this present life) shall be 
added unto you.” It is not for attending to these two things 
that we obtain the blessing, but in attending to them.

I now ask you, my dear reader, a few questions in all love, 
because I do seek your welfare, and I do not wish to put these 
questions to you without putting them first to my own heart:

Do you make it your primary business, your first great concern, 
to seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness? Are the 
things of God, the honor of His name, the welfare of His church, 
the conversion of sinners, and the profit of your own soul, your 
chief aim? Or does your business, or your family, or your own 
temporal concerns, in some shape or other primarily occupy 
your attention? If the latter be the case, then, though you may 
have all the necessaries of life, yet could you be surprised if 
you had them not? Remember that the world passeth away, 
but that the things of God endure forever.

I never knew a child of God, who acted according to the above 
passage, in whose experience the Lord did not fulfill His word 
of promise, “All these things shall be added unto you.”
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III. The third portion of the Divine Testimony on which I 
desire to throw out a few hints, is in 1 John 1:3: “And truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.” 

Observe:

1. The words “fellowship,” “communion,” “coparticipation,” 
and “partnership,” mean the same.

2. The believer in the Lord Jesus does not only obtain 
forgiveness of all his sins, as he does through the shedding of 
the blood of Jesus, by faith in His name; does not only become 
a righteous one before God, through the righteousness of the 
Lord Jesus, by faith in His name; is not only begotten again, 
born of God, a partaker of the divine nature, and therefore a 
child of God and an heir of God; but he is also in fellowship 
or partnership with God. Now, so far as it regards God, and 
our standing in the Lord Jesus, we have this blessing once for 
all; nor does it allow of either an increase or a decrease. Just 
as God’s love to us believers, His children, is unalterably the 
same, whatever may be the manifestations of that love; and as 
His peace with us is the same, however much our peace may 
be disturbed; so it is also with regard to our being in fellowship 
or partnership with Him: it remains unalterably the same so far 
as God is concerned. But then:
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3. There is an experiential fellowship, or partnership, with the 
Father and with His Son, which consists in this: that all which 
we possess in God, as being the partners or fellows of God, 
is brought down into our daily life, is enjoyed, experienced, 
and used. This experiential fellowship, or partnership, allows 
of an increase or a decrease, in the measure in which faith is 
in exercise, and in which we are entering into what we have 
received in the Lord Jesus. The measure in which we enjoy 
this experiential fellowship with the Father and with the Son 
is without limit; for without limit we may make use of our 
partnership with the Father and with the Son, and draw by 
prayer and faith out of the inexhaustible fullness which there 
is in God.

Let us now take a few instances in order to see the practical 
working of this experiential fellowship, or partnership, with 
the Father and with the Son:

Suppose there are two believing parents who were not 
brought to the knowledge of the truth until some years after 
the Lord had given them several children. Their children were 
brought up in sinful, evil ways, while the parents did not know 
the Lord. Now the parents reap as they sowed. They suffer 
from having set an evil example before their children, for their 
children are unruly and behave most improperly.



22

What is now to be done? Need such parents despair? No. The 
first thing they have to do is, to make confession of their sins to 
God, with regard to neglecting their children while they were 
themselves living in sin, and then to remember that they are in 
partnership with God, and therefore to be of good courage, 
though they are in themselves still utterly insufficient for the 
task of managing their children.

They have in themselves neither the wisdom, nor the patience, 
nor the long-suffering, nor the gentleness, nor the meekness, 
nor the love, nor the decision and firmness, nor anything else 
that may be needful in dealing with their children aright. But 
their heavenly Father has all this. The Lord Jesus possesses all 
this. And they are in partnership with the Father, and with the 
Son, and therefore they can obtain by prayer and faith all they 
need out of the fullness of God. I say by prayer and faith, for we 
have to make known our need to God in prayer, ask His help, 
and then we have to believe He will give us what we need. 
Prayer alone is not enough. We may pray ever so much, yet, 
if we do not believe that God will give us what we need, we 
have no reason to expect that we shall receive what we have 
asked for.

So then these parents would need to ask God to give them 
the needful wisdom, patience, long-suffering, gentleness, 
meekness, love, decision, and firmness, and whatever else 
they may judge they need. They may in humble boldness 
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remind their heavenly Father that His Word assures them that 
they are in partnership with Him, and, as they themselves are 
lacking in these particulars, ask Him to be pleased to supply 
their need; and then they have to believe that God will do it, 
and they shall receive according to their need.

Another instance: Suppose I am so situated in my business 
that day by day such difficulties arise that I continually find 
that I take wrong steps by reason of these great difficulties. 
How may the case be altered for the better? In myself I see no 
remedy for the difficulties. In looking at myself I can expect 
nothing but to make still further mistakes, and, therefore, trial 
upon trial seems to be before me. And yet I need not despair. 
The living God is my partner. I have not sufficient wisdom to 
meet these difficulties so as to be able to know what steps to 
take, but He is able to direct me. What I have, therefore, to 
do, is this: in simplicity to spread my case before my heavenly 
Father and my Lord Jesus.

The Father and the Son are my partners. I have to tell out my 
heart to God, and to ask Him, that, as He is my partner, and 
I have no wisdom in myself to meet all the many difficulties 
which continually occur in my business, He would be pleased 
to guide and direct me, and to supply me with the needful 
wisdom; and then I have to believe that God will do so, and 
go with good courage to my business, and expect help from 
Him in the next difficulty that may come before me. I have to 
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look out for guidance, I have to expect counsel from the Lord; 
and as assuredly as I do so, I shall have it, I shall find that I am 
not nominally, but really, in partnership with the Father and 
with the Son.

Another instance: There is a father and mother with seven 
small children. Both parents are believers. The father works 
in a manufactory, but cannot earn more than ten shillings per 
week. The mother cannot earn anything. These ten shillings 
are too little for the supply of nourishing and wholesome 
food for seven growing children and their parents, and for 
providing them with the other necessaries of life.

What is to be done in such a case? Surely not to find fault with 
the manufacturer, who may not be able to afford more wages, 
and much less to murmur against God; but the parents have 
in simplicity to tell God, their partner, that the wages of ten 
shillings a week are not sufficient in England to provide nine 
persons with all they need, so as that their health be not 
injured. They have to remind God that He is not a hard Master, 
not an unkind Being, but a most loving Father, who has 
abundantly proved the love of His heart in the gift of His only 
begotten Son. And they have in childlike simplicity to ask Him 
that either He would order it so that the manufacturer may be 
able to allow more wages; or that He would find them another 
place, where the father would be able to earn more; or that He 
would be pleased, somehow or other, as it may seem good to 
Him, to supply them with more means.
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They have to ask the Lord, in childlike simplicity, again and 
again for it, if He does not answer their request at once; and 
they have to believe that God, their Father and partner, will 
give them the desire of their hearts. They have to expect an 
answer to their prayers; day by day they have to look out for 
it, and to repeat their request till God grants it. As assuredly 
as they believe that God will grant them their request, so 
assuredly it shall be granted.

Thus, suppose I desired more power over my besetting sins; 
suppose I desired more power against certain temptations; 
suppose I desired more wisdom, or grace, or anything else 
that I may need in my service among the saints, or in my service 
towards the unconverted: what have I to do but to make use of 
my being in fellowship with the Father and with the Son?

Just as, for instance, an old faithful clerk, who is this day taken 
into partnership by an immensely rich firm, though himself 
altogether without property, would not be discouraged by 
reason of a large payment having to be made by the firm 
within three days, though he himself has no money at all of 
his own, but would comfort himself with the immense riches 
possessed by those who so generously have just taken him into 
partnership; so should we, the children of God and servants 
of Jesus Christ, comfort ourselves by being in fellowship, or 
partnership, with the Father, and with the Son, though we 
have no power of our own against our besetting sins; though 
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we cannot withstand temptations, which are before us, in our 
own strength; and though we have neither sufficient grace 
nor wisdom for our service among the saints, or towards the 
unconverted.

All we have to do is, to draw upon our partner, the living God. 
By prayer and faith we may obtain all needful temporal and 
spiritual help and blessings. In all simplicity have we to tell out 
our heart before God, and then we have to believe that He will 
give to us according to our need.

But if we do not believe that God will help us, could we be at 
peace? The clerk, taken into the firm as partner, believes that 
the firm will meet the payment, though so large, and though 
in three days it is to be made, and it is this that keeps his heart 
quiet, though altogether poor himself. We have to believe that 
our infinitely rich partner, the living God, will help us in our 
need, and we shall not only be in peace, but we shall actually 
find that the help which we need will be granted to us. Let not 
the consciousness of your entire unworthiness keep you, dear 
reader, from believing what God has said concerning you.

If you are indeed a believer in the Lord Jesus, then this precious 
privilege, of being in partnership with the Father and the 
Son, is yours, though you and I are entirely unworthy of it. If 
the consciousness of our unworthiness were to keep us from 
believing what God has said concerning those who depend 
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upon and trust in the Lord Jesus for salvation, then we should 
find that there is not one single blessing, with which we have 
been blessed in the Lord Jesus, from which, on account of our 
unworthiness, we could derive any settled comfort or peace

IV. There is one other point, which, in connection with several 
portions of the Word of God that bear on the subject, I desire 
to bring before the believing reader. It refers to the scriptural 
way of overcoming the difficulties which the believer now 
meets who is engaged in a business, trade, profession, or 
any earthly calling whatever—difficulties that arise from 
competition in business, too great a number of persons being 
occupied in the same calling, stagnation of trade, and the like.

The children of God, who are strangers and pilgrims on earth, 
have at all times had difficulty in the world, for they are not at 
home, but away from home; nor should they, until the return 
of the Lord Jesus, expect it to be otherwise with them. But 
while this is true, it is also true that the Lord has provided us 
in all our difficulties with something in His own Word to meet 
them. All difficulties may be overcome by acting according to 
the Word of God. At this time I more especially desire to point 
out the means whereby the children of God who are engaged 
in any earthly calling may be able to overcome the difficulties 
which arise from competition in business, too great a number 
of persons being occupied in the same calling, stagnation of 
trade, and the like.
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1. The first thing which the believer who is in such difficulties 
has to ask himself is, “Am I in a calling in which I can abide 
with God?” If our occupation be of that kind that we cannot 
ask God’s blessing upon it, or that we should be ashamed to 
be found in it at the appearing of the Lord Jesus, or that it of 
necessity hinders our spiritual progress, then we must give it 
up, and be engaged in something else; but in few cases only 
this is needful. Far the greater part of the occupations in which 
believers are engaged are not of such a nature as that they 
need to give them up in order to maintain a good conscience, 
and in order to be able to walk with God, though, perhaps, 
certain alterations may need to be made in the manner of 
conducting their trade, business, or profession. About these 
parts of our calling which may need alteration, we shall receive 
instruction from the Lord if we indeed desire it, and wait upon 
Him for it, and expect it from Him.

2. Now supposing the believer is in a calling in which he can 
abide with God, the next point to be settled is, “Why do I 
carry on this business, or why am I engaged in this trade or 
profession?” In most instances, so far as my experience goes, 
which I have gathered in my service among the saints during 
the last fifteen years and a half [i.e. in 1845], I believe the 
answer would be, “I am engaged in my earthly calling that 
I may earn the means of obtaining the necessaries of life for 
myself and family.”
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Here is the chief error from which almost all the rest of the 
errors which are entertained by children of God, relative to 
their calling, spring. It is no right and scriptural motive to be 
engaged in a trade or business or profession merely in order 
to earn the means for the obtaining of the necessaries of life 
for ourselves and family, but we should work because it is the
Lord’s will concerning us. This is plain from the following 
passages: 1 Thess. 4:11-12; 2 Thess. 3:10-12; Eph. 4:28.

It is quite true that, in general, the Lord provides the 
necessaries of life by means of our ordinary calling; but that 
this is not THE REASON why we should work, is plain enough 
from the consideration that if our possessing the necessaries 
of life depended upon our ability of working, we could never 
have freedom from anxiety, for we should always have to say 
to ourselves, “And what shall I do when I am too old to work, 
or when by reason of sickness I am unable to earn my bread?” 

But if, on the other hand, we are engaged in our earthly calling 
because it is the will of the Lord concerning us that we should 
work, and that thus laboring we may provide for our families, 
and also be able to support the weak, the sick, the aged, and 
the needy, then we have good and scriptural reason to say to 
ourselves, “Should it please the Lord to lay me on a bed of 
sickness, or keep me otherwise by reason of infirmity, or old 
age, or want of employment, from earning my bread by means 
of the labor of my hands, or my business, or my profession, He 
will yet provide for me.”
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Because we who believe are servants of Jesus Christ, who 
has bought us with His own precious blood, and are not our 
own, and because this our precious Lord and Master has 
commanded us to work; therefore we work, and in doing 
so our Lord will provide for us, but whether in this way or 
any other way He is sure to provide for us, for we labor in 
obedience to Him; and if even a just earthly master gives 
wages to his servants, the Lord will surely see to it that we 
have our wages, if, in obedience to Him, we are engaged in 
our calling, and not for our own sake.

How great the difference between acting according to the 
Word of God and according to our own natural desires, or the 
customs of the world, will be plain, I trust, by the following 
case:

Suppose I were engaged in some useful trade. Suppose I 
had the certain human prospect that within the next three 
months my labor would bring me nothing, for certain reasons 
connected with the state of mercantile affairs. As a man of 
the world I should say, “I shall not work at all, because my 
labor will not be paid;” but as a Christian, who desires to act 
according to God’s holy Word, I ought to say, “My trade is 
useful to society, and I will work, notwithstanding all human 
prospects, because the Lord Jesus has commanded me to 
labor; from Him, and not from my trade, I expect my wages.”
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In addition to this, the Christian ought also to say, “Idleness 
is a dreadful snare of the devil; he has especial opportunity 
to get an advantage over the children of God when they are 
unoccupied; and, therefore, I will work though I have no 
human prospect of obtaining payment for my labor, but shall 
get only the cost price of the material, and shall have to give 
my work for nothing.”

Moreover, the Christian ought to say, “Though according 
to human probability I shall have to labor for nothing during 
the next three months, yet I will work, because the Lord 
may speedily alter the state of things, contrary to all human 
expectation; but whether He be pleased to do so or not, I 
labor because I am the Lord’s, bought by His precious blood, 
and He commands me to labor.”

But there are motives still lower than to be engaged in our 
earthly calling merely that we may earn the means of obtaining 
the necessaries of life. Why even Christians, true children of 
God, may be engaged in their calling, such as, to obtain a 
certain sum of money, and then to retire from business and 
to live upon the interest; or to provide something for old age; 
or to obtain a certain amount of property, without intending 
to give up business. If it be unscriptural to be engaged in 
our calling merely even for the sake of earning the means 
for procuring the necessaries of life for ourselves and family, 
how much more unbecoming that a child of God should be 
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engaged in his calling for the sake of any of the last-mentioned 
reasons.

This second point, then, “Why do I carry on this business? Why 
am I engaged in this trade or profession?” ought first to be 
settled in the fear of God, and according to the revealed will 
of God. If we cannot say, in honesty of heart, “I do carry on my 
business, I am engaged in my trade, or art, or profession, as a 
servant of Jesus Christ, whose I am, because He has bought me 
with His precious blood, and He has commanded me to work, 
and therefore I work”—I say, if we cannot say this in honesty 
of heart, but must confess that we work on account of lower 
motives, such as that we may earn our bread, or on account of 
still lower motives, and such as are altogether unbecoming a 
child of God, who is not of this world, but of God, such as to 
obtain a certain sum of money in order to be able to live on 
the interest without having to work, or to provide something 
for old age, or to obtain a certain amount of property without 
intending to give up business—if these are our motives for 
being engaged in our calling, I say, can we be surprised that 
we meet with great difficulties in our business, and that the 
Lord in His abounding love to us, His erring children, does not 
allow us to succeed?

But suppose this second point is scripturally settled, and we 
can honestly say that, because we are servants of Jesus Christ, 
we are occupied as we are; we have further to consider:
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3. Whether we carry on our business, or are engaged in our 
trade, art, or profession, as stewards of the Lord. To the child 
of God it ought not to be enough that he is in a calling in which 
he can abide with God, nor that he is engaged in his calling 
because it is the will of his Lord and Master that he should 
work, but he should consider himself in his trade, business, art, 
or profession, only as the steward of the Lord with reference to 
his income.

The child of God has been bought with the precious blood 
of the Lord Jesus, and is altogether His property, with all that 
he possesses, his bodily strength, his mental strength, his 
ability of every kind, his trade, business, art, or profession, 
his property, etc.; for it is written, “Ye are not your own; for 
ye are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). The proceeds 
of our calling are therefore not our own in the sense of using 
them as our natural heart wishes us to do, whether to spend 
them on the gratification of our pride, or our love of pleasure, 
or sensual indulgences, or to lay by the money for ourselves or 
our children, or use it in any way as we naturally like. But we 
have to stand before our Lord and Master, whose stewards we 
are, to seek to ascertain His will, how He will have us use the 
proceeds of our calling.

But is this indeed the spirit in which children of God generally 
are engaged in their calling? It is but too well known that it is 
not the case! Can we then wonder at it, that even God’s own 



34

dear children should so often be found greatly in difficulty with 
regard to their calling, and be found so often complaining 
about stagnation or competition in trade, and the difficulties 
of the times, though there have been given to them such 
precious promises as, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you;” or, “Let your conversation (disposition or turn of mind) 
be without covetousness; and be content with such things as 
ye have: for He hath said, ‘I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee’” (Heb. 13:5)? Is it not obvious enough that when our 
heavenly Father sees that we His children do or would use 
the proceeds of our calling, as our natural mind would desire, 
that He either cannot at all entrust us with means, or will be 
obliged to decrease them?

No wise and really affectionate mother will permit her infant 
to play with a razor, or with fire, however much the child 
may desire to have them; and so the love and wisdom of our 
heavenly Father will not, cannot, entrust us with pecuniary 
means, except it be in the way of chastisement, or to show 
us finally their utter vanity, if He sees that we do not desire to 
possess them as stewards for Him, in order that we may spend 
them as He may point out to us by His Holy Spirit, through His 
Word.

In connection with this subject, I give a few hints to the 
believing reader on three passages of the Word of God: In         



35

1 Cor. 16:2, we find it written to the brethren at Corinth, “Upon 
the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in 
store, as God has prospered him.” A contribution for the poor 
saints in Judea was to be made, and the brethren at Corinth 
were exhorted to put by for it, every Lord’s day, according to 
the measure of success which the Lord had been pleased to 
grant them in their calling during the week.

Now, ought not the saints in our day also to act according to 
this word? There is no passage in the Word of God why we 
should not do so, and it is altogether in accordance with our 
pilgrim character, not only once or twice, or four times a year, 
to see how much we can afford to give to the poor saints, or 
to the work of God in any way, but to seek to settle it weekly.
If it be said, “I cannot ascertain how much I have gained in the 
course of the week by my business, and therefore I cannot 
give accordingly;” my reply is this: “Seek, dear brethren, as 
much as possible, to bring your business upon such a footing 
as that you may be able, as nearly as possible, to settle how 
much you have earned in your calling in the course of the 
week.” But suppose you should be unable to settle it exactly 
to the shilling or pound, yet you will know pretty well how it 
has been with you during the week, and therefore, according 
to your best knowledge, contribute on the coming Lord’s day 
towards the necessities of the poor saints, and towards the 
work of God, as He, after your having sought His guidance, 
may lead you.
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Perhaps you say, “The weeks are so unlike; in one week 
I may earn three or even ten times as much as in another 
week, and if I give according to my earnings from my calling 
during a very good week, then how are such weeks, when I 
earn scarcely anything, or how are the bad debts to be met? 
How shall I do when sickness befalls my family, or when other 
trials productive of expense come upon me, if I do not make 
provision for such seasons?”

My reply is:

1. I do not find in the whole New Testament one single 
passage in which either directly or indirectly exhortations are 
given to provide against deadness in business, bad debts, 
and sickness, by laying up money.

2. Often the Lord is obliged to allow deadness in business, 
or bad debts, or sickness in our family, or other trials which 
increase our expenses, to befall us, because we do not, as 
His stewards, act according to stewardship, but as if we were 
owners of what we have, forgetting that the time has not yet 
come when we shall enter upon our possessions; and He does 
so in order that, by these losses and expenses, our property 
which we have collected may be decreased, lest we should 
altogether set our hearts again upon earthly things, and 
forget God entirely. His love is so great, that He will not let 
His children quietly go their own way when they have forsaken 
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Him; but if His loving admonitions by His Holy Spirit are 
disregarded, He is obliged in fatherly love to chastise them.

A striking illustration of what I have said we have in the case 
of Israel nationally. The commandment to them was, to leave 
their land uncultivated in the seventh year, in order that it might 
rest, and the Lord promised to make up for this deficiency by 
His abundant blessing resting upon the sixth year. However, 
Israel acted not according to this commandment, no doubt 
saying, in the unbelief of their hearts, as the Lord had foretold, 
“What shall we eat in the seventh year? Behold, we shall not 
sow, nor gather in our increase” (Lev. 25). But what did the 
Lord do? He was determined the land should have rest, and as 
the Israelites did not willingly give it, He sent them for seventy 
years into captivity, in order that thus the land might have rest 
(See Lev. 26:33-35).

Beloved brethren in the Lord, let us take heed so to walk as 
that the Lord may not be obliged by chastisement to take a 
part of our earthly possessions from us in the way of bad 
debts, sickness, decrease of business, and the like, because 
we would not own our position as stewards, but act as 
owners, and keep for ourselves the means with which the Lord 
had entrusted us, not for the gratification of our own carnal 
mind, but for the sake of using them in His service and to His 
praise. It might also be said by a brother whose earnings are 
small, “Should I also give according to my earnings? They 
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are already so small that my wife can only with the greatest 
difficulty manage to make them sufficient for the family.” My 
reply is, “Have you ever considered, my brother, that the very
reason why the Lord is obliged to let your earnings remain 
so small may be the fact of your spending everything upon 
yourselves, and that if He were to give you more you would 
only use it to increase your own family comfort, instead of 
looking about to see who among the brethren are sick, or 
who have no work at all, that you might help them, or how you 
might assist the work of God at home or abroad?”

There is a great temptation for a brother whose earnings are 
small to put off the responsibility of assisting the needy and the 
sick saints, or helping on the work of God, and to lay it upon 
the few rich brethren and sisters with whom he is associated in 
fellowship, and thus rob his own soul!

It might be asked, “How much shall I give of my income? 
The tenth part, or the fifth part or the third part, or one half, 
or more?” My reply is, “God lays down no rule concerning 
this point.” What we do we should do cheerfully and not of 
necessity. But if even Jacob, with the first dawning of spiritual 
light (Gen. 28:22), promised to God the tenth of all he should 
give to Him, how much ought we believers in the Lord Jesus 
to do for Him—we, whose calling is a heavenly one, and who 
know distinctly that we are children of God, and joint heirs 
with the Lord Jesus! Yet do all the children of God give even 
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the tenth part of what the Lord gives them? That would be two 
shillings per week for the brother who earns one pound, and 
four shillings to him who earns two pounds, and two pounds 
per week to him whose income is twenty pounds per week.

In connection with 1 Cor. 16:2, I would mention two other 
portions: “He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; 
and he that soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully” (2 
Cor. 9:6). It is certain that we children of God are so abundantly 
blessed in Jesus, by the grace of God, that we ought to need 
no stimulus to good works. The forgiveness of our sins, having 
been made forever the children of God, having before us the 
Father’s house as our home—these blessings ought to be 
sufficient motives to constrain us in love and gratitude to serve 
God abundantly all the days of our life, and cheerfully also to 
give up, as He may call for it, that with which He has entrusted 
us of the things of this world. But while this is the case, the Lord 
nevertheless holds out to us in His holy Word motives why we 
should serve Him, deny ourselves, use our property for Him, 
etc., and the last mentioned passage is one of that kind.

The verse is true, both with reference to the life that is now, 
and that which is to come. If we have been sparingly using our 
property for Him, there will have been little treasure laid up in 
heaven, and therefore a small amount of capital will be found 
in the world to come, so far as it regards reaping. Again, we 
shall reap bountifully if we seek to be rich towards God, by 
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abundantly using our means for Him, whether in ministering 
to the necessities of the poor saints, or using otherwise our 
pecuniary means for His work. Dear brethren, these things are 
realities! Shortly, very shortly, will come the reaping time, and 
then will be the question whether we shall reap sparingly or 
bountifully.

But while this passage refers to the life hereafter, it also refers 
to the life that now is. Just as now the love of Christ constrains 
us to communicate of that with which the Lord entrusts us, 
so will be the present reaping, both with regard to spiritual 
and temporal things. Should there be found, therefore, in a 
brother, the want of entering into his position as being merely 
a steward for the Lord in his calling, and should he give no heed 
to the admonitions of the Holy Ghost to communicate to those 
who are in need or to help the work of God, then can such 
a brother be surprised that he meets with great difficulties in 
his calling, and that he cannot get on? This is according to the 
Lord’s word. He is sowing sparingly, and he therefore reaps 
sparingly. But should the love of Christ constrain a brother, out 
of the earnings of his calling, to sow bountifully, he will even 
in this life reap bountifully, both with regard to blessings in his 
soul, and with regard to temporal things.

Consider in connection with this the following passage, 
which, though taken from the Book of Proverbs, is not of a 
Jewish character, but true concerning believers under the 
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present dispensation also: “There is that scattered, and yet 
increased; and there is that withhold more than is meet, but 
it tended to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat; and he 
that watereth shall be watered also himself.” Prov. 11:24-25.

In connection with 1 Cor. 16:2, I would also direct my brethren 
in the Lord to the promise made in Luke 6:38: “Give, and it 
shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it 
shall be measured to you again.” This refers evidently to the 
present dispensation, and evidently in its primary meaning to 
temporal things.

Now let anyone, constrained by the love of Jesus, act 
according to this passage; let him on the first day of the week 
communicate as the Lord has prospered him, and he will see 
that the Lord will act according to what is contained in this 
verse.

If pride constrain us to give, if self-righteousness make us 
liberal, if natural feeling induce us to communicate, or if we 
give while we are in a state of insolvency, not possessing more 
perhaps than ten shillings in the pound, were our creditors 
to come upon us; then we cannot expect to have this verse 
fulfilled in our experience; nor should we give at any time for 
the sake of receiving again from others, according to this verse; 
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but if indeed the love of Christ constrain us to communicate 
according to the ability which the Lord gives us, then we shall 
have this verse fulfilled in our experience, though this was not 
the motive which induced us to give.

Somehow or other the Lord will abundantly repay us, through 
the instrumentality of our fellow-men, what we are doing 
to His poor saints, or in any way for His work, and we shall 
find that in the end we are not losers, even with reference to 
temporal things, while we communicate liberally of the things 
of this life with which the Lord has entrusted us.

Here it might be remarked, “But if it be so that even in this 
life, and with regard to temporal things, it is true that “to him 
that gives shall be given, good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over,” and that “he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully,” then in the end the 
most liberal persons would be exceedingly rich.” Concerning 
this remark we have to keep in mind, that the moment persons 
were to begin to give for the sake of receiving more back again 
from the Lord, through the instrumentality of their fellow-
men, than they have given; or the moment persons wished 
to alter their way, and no more go on sowing bountifully, but 
sparingly, in order to increase their possessions, while God is 
allowing them to reap bountifully, the river of God’s bounty 
toward them would no longer continue to flow.
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God had supplied them abundantly with means, because He 
saw them act as stewards for Him. He had entrusted them 
with a little which they had used for Him, and He therefore 
entrusted them with more; and if they had continued to use 
the much also for Him, He would have still more abundantly 
used them as instruments to scatter abroad His bounties. 
The child of God must be willing to be a channel through 
which God’s bounties flow, both with regard to temporal and 
spiritual things. This channel is narrow and shallow at first, 
it may be; yet there is room for some of the waters of God’s 
bounty to pass through. And if we cheerfully yield ourselves 
as channels for this purpose, then the channel becomes wider 
and deeper, and the waters of the bounty of God can pass 
through more abundantly.

Without a figure, it is thus: At first, we may be only instrumental 
in communicating five pounds, or ten pounds, or twenty 
pounds, or fifty pounds, or one hundred pounds, or two 
hundred pounds per year, but afterwards double as much; 
and, if we are still more faithful in our stewardship, after a 
year or two, four times as much, afterwards perhaps eight 
times as much, at last perhaps twenty times or fifty times as 
much. We cannot limit the extent to which God may use us 
as instruments in communicating blessing, both temporal and 
spiritual, if we are willing to yield ourselves as instruments to 
the living God, and are content to be only instruments, and to 
give Him all the glory.



44

But with regard to temporal things it will be thus, that if indeed 
we walk according to the mind of God in these things, while 
more and more we become instruments of blessing to others, 
we shall not seek to enrich ourselves, but be content, when 
the last day of another year finds us still in the body, to possess 
no more than on the last day of the previous year, or even 
considerably less, while we have been, however, in the course 
of the year, the instruments of communicating largely to others, 
through the means with which the Lord had entrusted us.

As to my own soul, by the grace of God, it would be a burden 
to me that however much my income in the course of the year 
might have been, I were increasing in earthly possession; 
for it would be a plain proof to me that I had not been acting 
as a steward for God, and had not been yielding myself as a 
channel for the waters of God’s bounty to pass through.

I also cannot but bear my testimony here, that in whatever 
feeble measure God has enabled me to act according to these 
truths for the last fifteen years [this was written in 1845], I have 
found it to be profitable, most profitable to my own soul; and 
as to temporal things, I never was a loser in doing so, but I 
have most abundantly found the truth in 2 Cor. 9:6, and Luke 
6:38, and Prov. 11:24, 25, verified in my own experience.

I only have to regret that I have acted so little according to 
what I have now been stating; but my godly purpose is by the 
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help of God, to spend the remainder of my days in practicing 
these truths more than ever; and I am sure that when I am 
brought to the close of my earthly pilgrimage, either in death, 
or by the appearing of our Lord Jesus, I shall not have the least 
regret in having done so; and I know that, should I leave my 
dear child behind, the Lord will abundantly provide for her, 
and prove that there has been a better provision made for her 
than her father could have made, if he had sought to insure his 
life or lay up money for her.

Before leaving this part of the subject, I mention to the 
believing reader, that I know instance upon instance in which 
what I have been saying has been verified, but I will only 
mention the following:

I knew many years ago a brother as the manager of a large 
manufactory. While in this capacity he was liberal, and giving 
away considerably out of his rather considerable salary. The 
Lord repaid this to him; for the principals of the establishment, 
well knowing his value to their house of business, gave him 
now and then, while he thus was liberally using his means for 
the Lord, very large presents in money.

In process of time, however, this brother thought it right to 
begin business on his own account, in a very small way. He 
still continued to be liberal, according to his means, and 
God prospered him, and prospered him so that now, while 
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I am writing, his manufactory is as large as the one which he 
formerly managed, or even larger, though that was a very 
considerable one. And sure I am that if this brother shall be 
kept by God from setting his heart upon earthly things, and 
from seeking more and more to increase his earthly riches, 
but shall delight himself in being used as a steward by God, 
cheerfully communicating to the need of God’s poor children, 
or to His work in other ways, and doing so not sparingly, but 
bountifully, the Lord will entrust him more and more with 
means; if otherwise, if he shut up his hands, seek his own, wish 
to obtain sufficient property that he may be able to live on his 
interest, then what he has to expect is that God will shut up 
His hands, he will meet with heavy losses, or there will be an 
alteration in his affairs for the worse, or the like.

I also mention two other cases, to show that the Lord increases 
our ability of communicating temporal blessings to others 
if we distribute according to the means with which He has 
entrusted us, though we should not be in a trade or business 
or profession:

I know a brother who many years ago saw it right not only to 
spend his interest for the Lord, but also the principal, as the 
Lord might point out to him opportunities. His desire was not, 
as indeed it ought never to be, to get rid of his money as fast 
as possible, yet he considered himself a steward for the Lord, 
and was therefore willing, as his Lord and Master might point 
it out to him, to spend his means.
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When this brother came to this determination, he possessed 
about twenty thousand pounds sterling. According to the 
light and grace which the Lord had been pleased to give, he 
afterwards acted, spending the money for the Lord, in larger 
or smaller sums, as opportunities were pointed out to him by 
the Lord. Thus the sum more and more decreased, while the 
brother steadily pursued his course, serving the Lord with his 
property, and spending his time and ability also for the Lord, in 
service of one kind or another among His children. At last, the 
twenty thousand pounds were almost entirely spent, when at 
that very time the father of this very brother died, whereby he 
came into the possession of an income of several thousand 
pounds a year.

It gives joy to my heart to be able to add, that this brother 
still pursues his godly course, living in the most simple way, 
and giving away perhaps ten times as much as he spends on 
himself or family. Here you see, dear reader, that this brother, 
using faithfully for the Lord what he had been entrusted with at 
first, was made steward over more; for he has now more than 
one third as much in a year coming in as he at first possessed 
altogether.

I mention another instance: I know a brother to whom the Lord 
has given a liberal heart, and who bountifully gave of that over 
which the Lord had set him as steward. The Lord, seeing this, 
entrusted him with still more, for through family circumstances 
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he came into the possession of many thousand pounds, in 
addition to the considerable property he possessed before.

I have the joy of being able to add also concerning this brother, 
that the Lord continues to give him grace to use his property 
as a steward for God, and that he has not been permitted to 
set his heart upon his riches, through the very considerable 
increase of his property, but that he continues to live as the 
steward of the Lord, and not as the owner of all this wealth.

And now, dear reader, when the brethren to whom I have been 
referring are brought to the close of their earthly pilgrimage, 
will they have one moment’s regret that they have used their 
property for the Lord? Will it be the least particle of uneasiness 
to their minds, or will their children be the worse for it? Oh 
no! The only regret they will have concerning this matter will 
be, that they did not serve the Lord still more abundantly with 
their property. Dear reader, let us each in our measure act in 
the same spirit. Money is really worth no more than as it is 
used according to the mind of the Lord; and life is worth no 
more than as it is spent in the service of the Lord.

While the three points mentioned—1. That our calling must be 
of that nature that we can abide in it with God; 2. That unto the 
Lord we should labor in our calling, as His servants, because 
He has bought us with His blood, and because He will have 
us to labor; 3. That as stewards we should labor in our calling, 
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because the earnings of our calling are the Lord’s and not 
our own, as He has bought us with His blood—I say, while 
these three points are particularly to be attended to in order 
that the Lord’s blessing may rest upon our calling, and we be 
prospering in it, there are, nevertheless, some other points to 
be attended to, which I mention in love to my brethren in the 
Lord, by whom they may be needed.

4. The next point is, that a believer in the Lord Jesus should do 
nothing in his calling which is purely for the sake of attracting 
the world; such as, for instance, fitting up his shop or rooms 
of business in the most costly manner. I do not in the least 
mean to say that his shop or rooms of business should not be 
clean, orderly, and of such a character as that there may be 
no positive hindrance in persons going there. All the needful 
conveniences that are expected may be there, and ought to 
be there. But if any child of God seeks to have the front of his 
shop, or the interior of his shop, or of his place of business, 
fitted up in a most expensive way, simply for the sake of 
attracting attention, then let him be aware that, just in so far 
as he is trusting in these things, he is not likely to succeed in 
his calling, because he puts the manner of fitting up the shop 
in the place of trust in the Lord. Such things the Lord may 
allow to succeed in the case of an unbeliever, but they will not 
prosper in the case of a child of God, except it be in the way of 
chastisement, just as the Lord gave to Israel in the wilderness 
the desire of their hearts, but sent leanness into their souls.
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Should any brother have fallen into this error, the first thing 
he has to do, when the Lord has instructed him concerning 
this point, is to make confession of sin, and, as far as it can be 
done, to retrace his steps in this particular. If this cannot be 
done, then to cast himself upon the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus.

5. Of the same character is, to seek to attract the attention 
of the world by “boasting advertisements,” such as “no one 
manufactures so good an article,” “no one sells this article 
so cheap,” “we sell the best article in the city,” etc. Suppose 
these statements were quite correct, yet they are unbecoming 
for a child of God, who has the living God to care for him and 
to provide for him, and therefore needs not to make use of 
such boasting, whereby he may seek to insure business for to 
himself and keep it from others.

The law of love is, “Whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them” (Matt. 7:12). Now what do I 
wish in this particular that others should do to me, but that 
they should not seek to keep away persons from dealing with 
me; but if I use such like expressions in my advertisements, as 
have been mentioned, what do they imply but that I wish all 
people should come to me, and deal with me? If, however, 
already under the old covenant it was said, “Thou shalt not 
covet,” how much more sinful and altogether unbecoming is 
it for us children of God, who are in fellowship with the Father 
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and the Son, to make use of such means in order to insure to 
ourselves pecuniary advantages.

But, however much the Lord may allow a man of the world 
to prosper in using such means, they are only hindrances 
to the child of God to getting on in his calling, because the 
Lord sees that they are substituted instead of trust in Him; and 
should the Lord for a season allow His child apparently to be 
benefited by them, it will only be for his chastisement and 
connected with leanness in his soul. Therefore, my brethren 
in the Lord, I beseech you to put away all these things out of 
your calling, lest you should be hindering instead of furthering 
your real welfare.

6. Likewise of a similar character is the following point, which 
God may suffer to be a real hindrance to His children in their 
calling; it is, to seek the very best, and therefore the most 
expensive, situations which can be had in a town or city. Now, 
I do by no means intend to say, that in our trade, business, art, 
or profession, we should seek the most obscure, retired, out 
of the way place possible, and say, “God will provide, and I 
need not mind in what part of the town I carry on my calling.”

There are most assuredly certain things to be considered. 
The persons who are likely to buy the articles I sell, or employ 
me, are to be considered, and I have not to say, “It matters 
nothing to me whether I make them come a mile or two to 



52

my house, or to the most dirty and disagreeable part of the 
town;” this would be the extreme in the other way. But while 
there is a certain consideration to be used with reference to 
those who may employ us in our calling, yet if the trust of the 
child of God respecting temporal prosperity is in the fact that 
he lives in the best situation, the Lord will surely disappoint 
him. He will have to pay a very high rent for the best situation, 
and yet not succeed, because his trust is in the best situation. 
He is substituting it for dependence upon the living God for 
customers. He is robbing his soul, not only in not taking the 
customers as from the hands of the Lord, but he is also obliging 
his heavenly Father, in the very love of His heart, to cause him 
to be disappointed, because he is not trusting in Him.

If the child of God were saying and acting thus: “The best 
situation would cost me fifty pounds a year more rent than 
one which is not really inconvenient for my customers, nor 
in an improper neighborhood, and the like; this fifty pounds 
I dedicate unto the Lord, to be paid in installments for His 
work or His poor saints, whenever the rent-day comes;” such 
a brother would find himself to be no loser, if this indeed were 
done in dependence upon the Lord, and constrained by the 
love of Jesus. But if the fifty pounds more is paid for rent, and 
yet the living God, in the very love of His heart, should be 
obliged to withhold prosperity from His child in his calling, 
because He sees that he is laying undue stress upon the 
situation of the house, then not only the fifty pounds extra 
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rent per year is lost, but also that which the Lord is obliged 
to withhold from His child besides, in order to teach him the 
lesson; and thus year after year, by our own fault, we may have 
scarcely anything to give for the work of God.

7. The next obstacle to prosperity in our calling which I 
now would mention is, that children of God often use such 
expressions as these with reference to their calling: “This 
is our busy time,” or “This is our dead time,” which implies 
that they do not day after day deal with God about their 
calling, but that they ascribe their having much or little to do 
to circumstances, or to times and seasons. That the people 
of the world should do so is not to be wondered at; but that 
the children of God should act thus, who in the most minute 
affairs of life should seek the help of God, and deal with God 
about them, is a matter of sorrow to the spiritual mind, and is 
altogether unbecoming saints.

But what is the result? The Lord, according to the expectations 
of His children, allows them to be without employment, 
because they say, “This is our dead season.” “He did not 
many mighty works there because of their unbelief,” contains 
a truth which comes in here. But what is the right way of 
looking at the matter? It is this: the child of God should say, 
“Though generally about this time of the year there is little 
employment to be expected, looking at it naturally, just as 
want of employment is neither good for the outward nor 
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inward man, and as I only desire employment to serve God in 
my business, to have to give to those who are in need, or help 
in other ways the work of God, I will now give myself to prayer 
for employment, for I can by prayer and faith as a child of God 
obtain blessings from my heavenly Father, though not in the 
ordinary course of things.” If thus the child of God were to say 
and to act, he would soon have employment in his calling, 
except the Lord meant to use his time otherwise in his work, 
which he would point out to him.

8. A further reason why God may be obliged to resist children 
of God in their business, may be this, that they with the 
greatest carefulness seek to obtain persons for their shop 
who are considered “good salesmen,” i.e. persons who have 
such persuasive ways, as that they gain an advantage over the 
customers and induce them not only to buy articles for which 
they ask, whether suitable or not, but that they also induce 
them to buy articles which they did not at all intend to buy 
when they came to the shop.

Concerning this I notice, in the first place, that if the child of 
God puts his dependence upon the “good salesmen,” let him 
not be surprised if his heavenly Father should be obliged to 
disappoint him, because He sees His child lean upon the arm 
of flesh, instead of trusting in the living God; and therefore the 
business does not succeed. Further, it is altogether wrong for 
a child of God to induce the customers, by means of such men 
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or women who have a persuasive tongue, to purchase articles 
whether they suit or not, and whether they are needed or 
not. This is no less than defrauding persons in a subtle way, or 
leading them into the sin of purchasing beyond their means, 
or at least spending their money needlessly. However such 
sinful tricks may be allowed to prosper in the case of a man of 
the world, in the case of a child of God they will not prosper, 
except God allow them to do so in the way of chastisement, 
while leanness and wretchedness are brought into the soul.

I knew a case of this kind where it was the whole bent of the 
mind of a professed believer to obtain such “good salesmen,” 
and where even a Jew was kept outside the shop, walking up 
and down, to induce persons to come in and buy; and yet that 
same professed believer failed twice in his business. [NOTE: 
We are confident that, rather than speaking derogatorily, Mr. 
Müller was only emphasizing that this person was an obvious 
non-believer. Mr. Müller possessed a great love for the Jewish 
community and submitted himself to be a missionary to them 
earlier in his life.]

9. Another evil with reference to business, and why children 
of God do not get on in their calling, is, that they enter upon 
business often without any capital at all, or with too little. If 
a believer has no capital at all, or only a very small capital, in 
comparison with what his business requires, then ought he not 
to say this to himself: “If it were my heavenly Father’s will that 



56

I should enter upon business on my own account, then would 
He not somehow or other have entrusted me with the needful 
means? And since He has not, is it not a plain indication that 
for the present I should remain a journeyman (or shopman, or 
clerk, as the case may be)?”

In a variety of ways the means might come. For instance, a 
legacy might be left to him, or money might be given to him 
by a brother in the Lord for that very purpose, or a brother 
or sister might propose to the individual to lend him money, 
yet so that if he were unable to pay it again they would not 
consider him their debtor. But if in some such way the Lord 
did not remove the hindrance, and the brother would still go 
into business, he would, through the bill system and other 
things connected with the want of capital, not only bring great 
distress into his mind, and subject himself to the possibility of 
at last being unable to pay his creditors, whereby dishonor 
would be brought upon the name of the Lord, but he likewise 
could not be surprised (as he went into business contrary to 
the will of God, since He pointed out to him that he was not to 
do so for want of means) if he should find that he cannot get 
on, and that the blessing of God manifestly is wanting.

In such a case as this, if it can be done, the retracing our steps 
is the best thing we can do; but often this cannot be done, as 
others are involved in the matter, and then we have to make 
acknowledgement of our sin, and seek God’s merciful help to 
bring us into a right position.
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10. But suppose all these nine previous points were attended 
to, and we neglected to seek God’s blessing upon our calling, 
we need still not be surprised if we met with difficulty upon 
difficulty, and could not get on at all. It is not enough that 
we seek God’s help for that which manifestly is of a spiritual 
character; but we should seek His help and blessing by prayer 
and supplication for all our ordinary concerns in life, and if we 
neglect doing so we shall surely suffer for the neglect. “Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:5, 6).

Though these few remarks are written by one who never was 
in business himself, yet the truths therein set forth have been 
learned by him in the school of God, and he has had them 
abundantly confirmed through his pastoral labors during the 
last fifteen years and a half. [This was written in 1845.]
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God’s Faithfulness in Providing

Mr. Perry writes: At one meeting at Huntly, by special request 
Mr. Müller gave illustrations of God’s faithfulness in answer 
to prayer, connected with the orphan work, of which the 
following are examples:

1. He stated that at various times, not only at the beginning of 
the work, but also in later years, God had seen fit to try his faith 
to the utmost, but only to prove to him the more definitely that 
He would never be other than his faithful covenant-keeping 
God. In illustration he referred to a time when, the children 
having had their last meal for the day, there was nothing left 
in money or kind for their breakfast the following morning. 
Mr. Müller went home, but nothing came in, and he retired 
for the night, committing the need to God to provide. Early 
the next morning he went for a walk, and while praying for 

The following selections from 
George Müller’s experiences and 

journal are taken from A.T. Pierson’s 
George Müller of Bristol
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the needed help he took a turn into a road which he was quite 
unconscious of, and after walking a short distance a friend met 
him, and said how glad he was to meet him, and asked him 
to accept five pounds for the orphans. He thanked him, and 
without saying a word to the donor about the time of need, he 
went at once to the orphan houses, praising God for this direct 
answer to prayer.

2. On another occasion, when there were no funds in hand to 
provide breakfast for the orphans, a gentleman called before 
the time for breakfast and left a donation that supplied all 
their present needs. When that year’s report was issued, this 
proof of God’s faithfulness in sending help just when needed 
was recorded, and a short time after the donor called and 
made himself known, saying that as his donation had been 
given at such a special time of need he felt he must state the 
circumstances under which he had given the money, which 
were as follows:

He had occasion to go to his office in Bristol early that morning 
before breakfast, and on the way the thought occurred to 
him: “I will go to Mr. Müller’s orphan house and give them 
a donation,” and accordingly turned and walked about a 
quarter of a mile toward the orphanage, when he stopped, 
saying to himself, “How foolish of me to be neglecting the 
business I came out to attend to! I can give money to the 
orphans another time,” and he turned round and walked back 
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towards his office, but soon felt that he must return. He said to 
himself: “The orphans may be needing the money now. I may 
be leaving them in want when God had sent me to help them;” 
and so strong was this impression that he again turned round 
and walked back till he reached the orphanages, and thus 
handed in the money which provided them with breakfast.

Mr. Müller’s comment on this was: “Just like my gracious 
heavenly Father!” and then he urged his hearers to trust and 
prove what a faithful covenant-keeping God He is to those 
who put their trust in Him.

Surety for Debt

How precious it is, even for this life, to act according to the 
Word of God! This perfect revelation of His mind gives us 
directions for everything, even the most minute affairs of this 
life. It commands us, “Be thou not one of them that strike 
hands, or of them that are sureties for debts” (Prov. 22:26).

The way in which Satan ensnares persons, to bring them 
into the net, and to bring trouble upon them by becoming 
sureties, is, that he seeks to represent the matter as if there 
were no danger connected with that particular case, and that 
one might be sure one should never be called upon to pay 
the money; but the Lord, the faithful Friend, tells us in His own 
Word that the only way in such a matter “to be sure” is “to hate 
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suretyship” (Prov. 11:15). The following points seem to me of 
solemn moment for consideration, if I were called upon to 
become surety for another:

1. What obliges the person, who wishes me to become surety 
for him, to need a surety? Is it really a good cause in which I 
am called upon to become surety? I do not remember ever 
to have met with a case in which in a plain, and godly, and in 
all respects scriptural matter such a thing occurred. There was 
generally some sin or other connected with it.

2. If I become surety, notwithstanding what the Lord has said 
to me in His Word, am I in such a position that no one will be 
injured by my being called upon to fulfill the engagements of 
the person for whom I am going to be surety? In most instances 
this alone ought to keep one from it.

3. If still I become surety, the amount of money for which I 
become responsible must be so in my power that I am able to 
produce it whenever it is called for, in order that the name of 
the Lord may not be dishonored.

4. But if there be the possibility of having to fulfill the 
engagements of the person in whose stead I have to stand, 
is it the will of the Lord that I should spend my means in that 
way? Is it not rather His will that my means should be spent in 
another way?
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5. How can I get over the plain word of the Lord, which is to 
the contrary, even if the first four points could be satisfactorily 
settled?

Trials of Faith

The Lord gives faith, for the very purpose of trying it for the 
glory of His own name, and for the good of him who has it; 
and, by the very trial of our faith, we not only obtain blessing 
to our own souls, by becoming the better acquainted with 
God, if we hold fast our confidence in Him, but our faith is 
also, by the exercise, strengthened. And so it comes, that, if 
we walk with God in any measure of uprightness of heart, the 
trials of faith will be greater and greater.

It is for the church’s benefit that we are put in these straits; 
and if, therefore, in the hour of need, we were to take goods 
on credit, the first and primary object of the work would 
be completely frustrated, and no heart would be further 
strengthened to trust in God, nor would there be any longer 
that manifestation of the special and particular providence of 
God, which has hitherto been so abundantly shown through 
this work, even in the eyes of unbelievers, whereby they have 
been led to see that there is, after all, reality in the things of 
God, and many, through these printed accounts, have been 
truly converted.
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For these reasons, then, we consider it our precious privilege, 
as heretofore, to continue to wait upon the Lord only, instead 
of taking goods on credit, or borrowing money from some 
kind friends, when we are in need. Nay, we purpose, as God 
shall give us grace, to look to Him only, though morning after 
morning we should have nothing in hand for the work— yea, 
though from meal to meal we should have to look to Him, 
being fully assured that He who is now (1845) in the tenth 
year feeding these many orphans, and who has never suffered 
them to want, and that He who is now (1845) in the twelfth 
year carrying on the other parts of the work, without any 
branch of it having had to be stopped for want of means, will 
do so for the future also.

And here I do desire in the deep consciousness of my natural 
helplessness and dependence upon the Lord to confess that 
through the grace of God my soul has been in peace, though 
day after day we have had to wait for our daily provisions upon 
the Lord; yea, though even from meal to meal we have been 
required to do this.

Asking Gifts, Etc.

It is not enough to obtain means for the work of God, but 
that these means should be obtained in God’s way. To 
ask unbelievers for means is not God’s way; to press even 
believers to give, is not God’s way; but the duty and the 
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privilege of being allowed to contribute to the work of God 
should be pointed out, and this should be followed up with 
earnest prayer, believing prayer, and will result in the desired 
end.

Giving in Adversity

At the end of the last century a very godly and liberal merchant 
in London was one day called on by a gentleman, to ask him for 
some money for a charitable object. The gentleman expected 
very little, having just heard that the merchant had sustained 
heavy loss from the wreck of some of his ships. Contrary, 
however, to expectation, he received about ten times as much 
as he had expected for his object. He was unable to refrain 
from expressing his surprise to the merchant, told him what 
he had heard, how he feared he should scarcely have received 
anything, and asked whether after all there was not a mistake 
about the shipwreck of the vessels.

The merchant replied, “It is quite true, I have sustained heavy 
loss, by these vessels being wrecked, but that is the very 
reason why I give you so much; for I must make better use than 
ever of my stewardship, lest it should be entirely taken from 
me.” 

How have we to act if prosperity in our business, our trade, our 
profession, etc., should suddenly cease, notwithstanding our 
having given a considerable proportion of our means for the 
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Lord’s work? My reply is this: “In the day of adversity consider,” 
it is the will of God that we should ponder our ways; that we 
should see whether there is any particular reason, why God 
has allowed this to befall us. In doing so, we may find, that we 
have too much looked on our prosperity as a matter of course, 
and have not sufficiently owned and recognized practically 
the hand of God in our success. Or it may be, while the Lord 
has been pleased to prosper us, we have spent too much on 
ourselves, and may have thus, though unintentionally, abused 
the blessing of God.

I do not mean by this remark to bring any children of God into 
bondage, so that, with a scrupulous conscience, they should 
look at every penny, which they spend on themselves; this is 
not the will of God concerning us; and yet, on the other hand, 
there is verily such a thing as propriety or impropriety in our 
dress, our furniture, our table, our house, our establishment, 
and in the yearly amount we spend on ourselves and family.

Giving and Hoarding

I have every reason to believe that, had I begun to lay up, the 
Lord would have stopped the supplies, and thus, the ability 
of doing so was only apparent. Let no one profess to trust in 
God, and yet lay up for future wants, otherwise the Lord will 
first send him to the hoard he has amassed, before He can 
answer the prayer for more.
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“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty” 
(Prov. 11:24). Notice here the word “more than is meet;” it is 
not said, withholdeth all, but “more than is meet;” viz., while 
he gives, it is so little, in comparison with what it might be, and 
ought to be, that it tendeth to poverty.

Motives to Giving

Believers should seek more and more to enter into the grace 
and love of God in giving His only-begotten Son, and into the 
grace and love of the Lord Jesus, in giving Himself in our place, 
in order that, constrained by love and gratitude, they may be 
increasingly led to surrender their bodily and mental strength, 
their time, gifts, talents, property, position in life, rank, and all 
they have and are to the Lord.

By this I do not mean, that they should give up their business, 
trade, or profession, and become preachers; I do not mean 
that they should take all their money and give it to the first 
beggar who asks for it; but that they should hold all they have 
and are, for the Lord, not as owners, but as stewards, and be 
willing, at His bidding, to use for Him, part or all they have. 
However short the believer may fall, nothing less than this 
should be his aim.
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Stewardship

It is the Lord’s order that, in whatever way He is pleased to 
make us His stewards, whether as to temporal or spiritual 
things, if we are indeed acting as stewards and not as owners, 
He will make us stewards over more.

Even in this life, and as to temporal things, the Lord is pleased 
to repay those who act for Him as stewards, and who 
contribute to His work or to the poor, as He may be pleased to 
prosper them. But how much greater is the spiritual blessing 
we receive, both in this life and in the world to come, if 
constrained by the love of Christ, we act as God’s stewards, 
respecting that with which He is pleased to entrust us!

Systematic Giving

Only fix even the smallest amount you purpose to give of 
your income, and give this regularly; and as God is pleased to 
increase your light and grace, and is pleased to prosper you 
more, so give more. If you neglect an habitual giving, a regular 
giving, a giving from principle and upon scriptural ground, 
and leave it only to feeling and impulse, or particular arousing 
circumstances, you will certainly be a loser.

A merchant in the United States said in answer to inquiries 
relative to his mode of giving:
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In consecrating my life anew to God, aware of the ensnaring 
influence of riches and the necessity of deciding on a plan of 
charity, before wealth should bias my judgment, I adopted the 
following system:

I decided to balance my accounts as nearly as I could every 
month, reserving such portion of profits as might appear 
adequate to cover probable losses, and to lay aside, by 
entry on a benevolent account, one tenth of the remaining 
profits, great or small, as a fund for benevolent expenditure, 
supporting myself and family on the remaining nine tenths. I 
further determined that, if at any time my net profits, that is 
profits from which clerk-hire and store expenses had been 
deducted, should exceed five hundred dollars in a month, I 
would give 12 ½ per cent; if over seven hundred dollars, 15 
per cent; if over nine hundred dollars, 17 ½ per cent; if over 
thirteen hundred dollars, 22½ percent—thus increasing the 
proportion of the whole as God should prosper me, until at 
fifteen hundred dollars I should give 25 per cent or 375 dollars 
a month. As capital was of the utmost importance to my 
success in business, I decided not to increase the foregoing 
scale until I had acquired a certain capital, after which I would 
give one quarter of all net profits, great or small, and, on the 
acquisition of another certain amount of capital, I decided to 
give half, and, on acquiring what I determined would be a full 
sufficiency of capital, then to give the whole of my net profits.
It is now several years since I adopted this plan, and under it I 
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have acquired a handsome capital, and have been prospered 
beyond my most sanguine expectations.

Although constantly giving, I have never yet touched the 
bottom of my fund, and have repeatedly been surprised 
to find what large drafts it would bear. True, during some 
months, I have encountered a salutary trial of faith, when this 
rule has led me to lay by the tenth while the remainder proved 
inadequate to my support; but the tide has soon turned, and 
with gratitude I have recognized a heavenly hand more than 
making good all past deficiencies.

The following deeply interesting particulars are recorded in 
the memoir of Mr. Cobb, a Boston merchant. At the age of 
twenty-three, Mr. Cobb drew up and subscribed the following 
remarkable document:

By the grace of God I will never be worth more than 50,000 
dollars.

By the grace of God I will give one fourth of the net profits of 
my business to charitable and religious uses.

If I am ever worth 20,000 dollars I will give one half of my net 
profits; and if ever I am worth 30,000 dollars, I will give three 
fourths; and the whole after 50,000 dollars. So help me God, 
or give to a more faithful steward, and set me aside.
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“To this covenant,” says his memoir, “he adhered with 
conscientious fidelity. He distributed the profits of his business 
with an increasing ratio, from year to year, till he reached the 
point which he had fixed as a limit to his property, and then 
gave to the cause of God all the money which he earned. At 
one time, finding that his property had increased beyond 
50,000 dollars, he at once devoted the surplus 7,500 dollars.”
On his death-bed he said, “By the grace of God—nothing 
else—by the grace of God I have been enabled, under the 
influence of these resolutions to give away more than 40,000 
dollars.’ How good the Lord has been to me!”

Mr. Cobb was also an active, humble, and devoted Christian, 
seeking the prosperity of feeble churches; labouring to 
promote the benevolent institutions of the day; punctual in 
his attendance at prayer meetings, and anxious to aid the 
inquiring sinner; watchful for the eternal interests of those 
under his charge; mild and amiable in his deportment; and, 
in the general tenor of his life and character an example of 
consistent piety.

His last sickness and death were peaceful, yea triumphant. “It 
is a glorious thing,” said he, “to die. I have been active and 
busy in the world—I have enjoyed as much as anyone—God 
has prospered me—I have everything to bind me here—I am 
happy in my family—I have property enough—but how small 
and mean does this world appear on a sick-bed! Nothing can 
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equal my enjoyment in the near view of heaven. My hope in 
Christ is worth infinitely more than all other things. The blood 
of Christ—the blood of Christ—none but Christ! Oh! how 
thankful I feel that God has provided a way that I, sinful as I 
am, may look forward with joy to another world, through His 
dear Son.”

Faithfulness of God

Perhaps you have said in your heart: “How would it be, 
supposing the funds of the orphans were reduced to nothing, 
and those who are engaged in the work had nothing of their 
own to give, and a meal-time were to come, and you had 
no food for the children?” Thus indeed it may be, for our 
hearts are desperately wicked. If ever we should be so left to 
ourselves, as that either we depend no more upon the living 
God, or that “we regard iniquity in our hearts,” then such a 
state of things, we have reason to believe, would occur. But so 
long as we shall be enabled to trust in the living God, and so 
long as, though falling short in every way of what we might be, 
and ought to be, we are at least kept from living in sin, such a 
state of things cannot occur.

The Lord, to show His continued care over us, raises up new 
helpers. They that trust in the Lord shall never be confounded! 
Some who helped for a while may fall asleep in Jesus; others 
may grow cold in the service of the Lord; others may be as 
desirous as ever to help, but have no longer the means; others 
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may have both a willing heart to help, and have also the 
means, but may see it the Lord’s will to lay them out in another 
way; and thus, from one cause or another, were we to lean 
upon man, we should surely be confounded; but, in leaning 
upon the living God alone, we are BEYOND disappointment, 
and BEYOND being forsaken because of death, or want of 
means, or want of love, or because of the claims of other work. 
How precious to have learned in any measure to stand with 
God alone in the world, and yet to be happy, and to know that 
surely no good thing shall be withheld from us while we walk 
uprightly!

Trust in God

Only let it be trust in God, not in man, not in circumstances, not 
in any of your own exertions, but real trust in God, and you will 
be helped in your various necessities Not in circumstances, not 
in natural prospects, not in former donors, but solely in God. 
This is just that which brings the blessing. If we say we trust in 
Him, but in reality do not, then God, taking us at our word, lets 
us see that we do not really confide in Him; and hence failure 
arises. On the other hand, if our trust in the Lord is real, help 
will surely come. “According unto thy faith be it unto thee.” It 
is a source of deep sorrow to me, that, notwithstanding my 
having so many times before referred to this point, thereby 
to encourage believers in the Lord Jesus, to roll all their cares 
upon God, and to trust in Him at all times, it is yet, by so many, 
put down to mere natural causes, that I am helped; as if the 
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living God were no more the living God, and as if in former 
ages answers to prayers might have been expected, but that 
in the nineteenth century they must not be looked for.

Anxiety Avoided by Prayer

Though all believers in the Lord Jesus are not called upon to 
establish orphan houses, schools for poor children, etc., and 
trust in God for means, yet all believers, according to the will 
of God concerning them in Christ Jesus, may cast, and ought 
to cast, all their care upon Him who careth for them, and need 
not be anxiously concerned about anything, as is plainly to be 
seen from 1 Peter 5:7; Philippians 4:6; Matthew 6:25-34.

My Lord is not limited; He can again supply; He knows that this 
present case has been sent to me; and thus, this way of living, 
so far from leading to anxiety, as it regards possible future 
want, is rather the means of keeping from it.

This way of living has often been the means of reviving the 
work of grace in my heart, when I have been getting cold; and 
it also has been the means of bringing me back again to the 
Lord, after I have been backsliding. For it will not do—it is not 
possible, to live in sin, and at the same time, by communion 
with God, to draw down from heaven everything one needs 
for the life that now is.

Answer to prayer, obtained in this way, has been the means of 
quickening my soul, and fills me with much joy.
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I met at a brother’s house with several believers, when a sister 
said that she had often thought about the care and burden I 
must have on my mind, as it regards obtaining the necessary 
supplies for so many persons. As this may not be a solitary 
instance, I would state that, by the grace of God, this is no 
cause of anxiety to me. The children I have years ago cast 
upon the Lord. The whole work is His, and it becomes me to 
be without worry. In whatever points I am lacking, in this point 
I am able, by the grace of God, to roll the burden upon my 
heavenly Father.

Though now (July 1845) for about seven years our funds have 
been so exhausted, that it has been comparatively a rare case 
that there have been means in hand to meet the necessities of 
the orphans for three days together; yet have I been only once 
tried in spirit, and that was on Sept. 18, 1838, when for the first 
time the Lord seemed not to regard our prayer. But when He 
did send help at that time, and I saw that it was only for the trial 
of our faith, and not because He had forsaken the work that 
we were brought so low, my soul was so strengthened and 
encouraged, that I have not only not been allowed to distrust 
the Lord since that time, but I have not even been cast down 
when in the deepest poverty. Nevertheless, in this respect 
also am I now, as much as ever, dependent on the Lord; and 
I earnestly beseech for myself and my fellow-laborers the 
prayers of all those, to whom the glory of God is dear. How 
great would be the dishonor to the name of God, if we, who 
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have so publicly made our boast in Him, should so fall as to 
act in these very points as the world does! Help us, then, 
brethren, with your prayers, that we may trust in God to the 
end. We can expect nothing but that our faith will yet be tried, 
and it may be more than ever; and we shall fall, if the Lord does 
not uphold us.

Borrowing and Praying

As regards borrowing money, I have considered that there is 
no ground to go away from the door of the Lord to that of a 
believer, so long as He is willing to supply our need.

Conditions of Prayer

Go for yourself, with all your temporal and spiritual wants, to 
the Lord. Bring also the necessities of your friends and relatives 
to the Lord. Only make the trial, and you will perceive how 
able and willing He is to help you. Should you, however, not 
at once obtain answers to your prayers, be not discouraged; 
but continue patiently, believingly, perseveringly to wait 
upon God: and as assuredly as that which you ask would be 
for your real good, and therefore for the honor of the Lord; 
and as assuredly as you ask it solely on the ground of the 
worthiness of our Lord Jesus so assuredly you will at last obtain 
the blessing.

I myself have had to wait upon God concerning certain matters 
for years, before I obtained answers to my prayers; but at last 
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they came. At this very time, I have still to renew my requests 
daily before God, respecting a certain blessing for which I 
have besought Him for eleven years and a half, and which I 
have as yet obtained only in part, but concerning which I have 
no doubt that the full blessing will be granted in the end . . . .

The great point is, that we ask only for that which it would be 
for the glory of God to give to us; for that, and that alone, can 
be for our real good. But it is not enough that the thing for 
which we ask God to be for His honor and glory, but we must 
secondly ask it in the name of the Lord Jesus, viz., expect it 
only on the ground of His merits and worthiness. Thirdly, we 
should believe that God is able and willing to give us what 
we ask Him for. Fourthly, we should continue in prayer till the 
blessing is granted; without fixing to God a time when, or 
the circumstances under which, He should give the answer. 
Patience should be in exercise, in connection with our prayer. 
Fifthly, we should, at the same time, look out for and expect 
an answer till it comes. If we pray in this way, we shall not 
only have answers, thousands of answers to our prayers; but 
our own souls will be greatly refreshed and invigorated in 
connection with these answers.

If the obtaining of your requests were not for your real good, 
or were not tending to the honor of God, you might pray for 
a long time, without obtaining what you desire. The glory of 
God should be always before the children of God, in what 
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they desire at His hands; and their own spiritual profit, being 
so intimately connected with the honor of God, should never 
be lost sight of in their petitions. But now, suppose we are 
believers in the Lord Jesus, and make our requests unto God, 
depending alone on the Lord Jesus as the ground of having 
them granted; suppose, also, that, so far as we are able 
honestly and uprightly to judge, the obtaining of our requests 
would be for our real spiritual good and for the honor of God; 
we yet need, lastly, to continue in prayer, until the blessing is 
granted unto us. It is not enough to begin to pray, nor to pray 
aright; nor is it enough to continue for a time to pray; but we 
must patiently, believingly continue in prayer, until we obtain 
an answer; and further, we have not only to continue in prayer 
unto the end, but we have also to believe that God does hear 
us, and will answer our prayers. Most frequently we fail in not 
continuing in prayer until the blessing is obtained and in not 
expecting the blessing.

Relying on God Alone

Prayer and faith, the universal remedies against every want 
and every difficulty, and the nourishment of prayer and 
faith, Gods holy Word, helped me over all the difficulties. I 
never remember, in all my Christian course, a period now (in 
March 1895) of sixty-nine years and four months, that I ever 
SINCERELY and PATIENTLY sought to know the will of God by 
the teaching of the Holy Ghost, through the instrumentality of 
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the Word of God, but I have been ALWAYS directed rightly. But 
if honesty of heart and uprightness before God were lacking, 
or if I did not patiently wait upon God for instruction, or if I 
preferred the counsel of my fellow men to the declarations of 
the Word of the living God, I made great mistakes.

Work for God

When He orders something to be done for the glory of 
His name, He is both able and willing to find the needed 
individuals for the work and the means required. Thus, when 
the Tabernacle in the Wilderness was to be erected, He not 
only fitted men for the work, but He also touched the hearts 
of the Israelites to bring the necessary materials and gold, 
silver, and precious stones; and all these things were not only 
brought, but in such abundance that a proclamation had to be 
made in the camp, that no more articles should be brought, 
because there were more than enough. And again, when 
God for the praise of His name would have the Temple to be 
built by Solomon, He provided such an amount of gold, silver, 
precious stones, brass, iron, etc., for it, that all the palaces 
or temples which have been built since, have been most 
insignificant in comparison.
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